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. Carlsen KH, et al. Nebulised beclomethasone dipropionate in re-
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Child 1988; 63: 1428-33.

. Storr J, et al. Nebulised beclomethasone dipropionate in pre-
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pension. Arch Dis Child 1986; 61: 1108-10.
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. Wilson NM, Silverman M. Treatment of acute, episodic asthma
in preschool children using intermittent high dose inhaled ster-
oids at home. Arch Dis Child 1990; 65: 407-10.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. For discussion of
the value of inhaled corticosteroids in chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, see p.1501.

Cough. In children with recurrent cough inhalation of beclom-
etasone 200 micrograms twice daily from a conventional aerosol
or salbutamol 200 micrograms twice daily had no effect on
cough frequency or severity.! However, in another study of 200
adults, use of beclometasone, salbutamol, or sodium cromogli-
cate (all in aerosol formulation) given 15 minutes before anaes-
thesia, significantly decreased coughing caused by fentanyl
when compared with placebo. Of the 50 patients given beclom-
etasone, none experienced coughing.?

. Chang AB, et al. A randomised, placebo controlled trial of in-
haled salbutamol and beclomethasone for recurrent cough. Arch
Dis Child 1998; 79: 6-11.

. Agarwal A, et al. Salbutamol, beclomethasone or sodium chro-
moglycate suppress coughing induced by iv fentanyl. Can J An-
esth 2003; 50: 297-300.

Graft-versus-host disease. Beclometasone is under investi-
gation for its topical effect in the treatment of intestinal graft-
versus-host disease (GVHD). A study® in patients with acute in-
testinal GVHD after bone marrow transplantation (see Haemat-
opoietic Stem Cell Transplantation, p.1811) found that addition
of oral beclometasone to prednisolone therapy was associated
with a greater proportion of durable responses after 30 days. Re-
peated courses may be needed in some patients to achieve and
maintain response, but prolonged therapy appears to be feasible.?
. McDonald GB, et al. Oral beclomethasone dipropionate for
treatment of intestinal graft-versus-host disease: a randomized,
controlled trial. Gastroenterology 1998; 115: 28-35.
. lyer RV, et al. Long-term use of oral beclomethasone dipropion-
ate for the treatment of gastrointestinal graft-versus-host disease.
Biol Blood Marrow Transplant 2005; 11: 587-92.

Inflammatory bowel disease. Beclometasone
500 micrograms given nightly as an enema was as effective as
betamethasone 5 mg enemas in the treatment of acute attacks of
distal ulcerative colitis.® Although betamethasone produced
slightly superior histological improvement and faster disappear-
ance of blood from the stools, systemic adverse effects observed
with betamethasone therapy were absent in patients treated with
beclometasone.

Comparisons of beclometasone dipropionate enemas (3 mg)
with prednisolone sodium phosphate enemas? (30 mg) or me-
salazine enemas® (1 g) found them to be equally effective. Treat-
ment was well tolerated. Beclometasone dipropionate has also
been investigated for the oral treatment of ulcerative colitis.*®
For a review of the management of inflammatory bowel disease,
including the role of corticosteroids, see p.1697.

1. Halpern Z, et al. A controlled trial of beclomethasone versus bet-
amethasone enemas in distal ulcerative colitis. J Clin Gastroen-
terol 1991; 13: 38-41.

. Campieri M, et al. Beclomethasone dipropionate enemas versus
prednisolone sodium phosphate enemas in the treatment of distal
ulcerative colitis. Aliment Pharmacol Ther 1998; 121: 361-6.

. Gionchetti P, et al. Italian BDP Study Group. Topical treatment

of distal active ulcerative colitis with beclomethasone dipropion-

ate or mesalamine: a single-blind randomized controlled trial. J

Clin Gastroenterol 2005; 39: 291-7.

Rizzello F, et al. Oral beclometasone dipropionate in the treat-

ment of active ulcerative colitis: a double-blind placebo-control-

led study. Aliment Pharmacol Ther 2002; 16: 1109-16.

. Campieri M, et al. Oral beclometasone dipropionate in the treat-
ment of extensive and left-sided active ulcerative colitis: a mul-
ticentre randomised study. Aliment Pharmacol Ther 2003; 17:
1471-80.

Preparations

BP 2008: Beclometasone Cream; Beclometasone Nasal Spray; Beclometa-
sone Ointment; Beclometasone Powder for Inhalation; Beclometasone
Pressurised Inhalation.

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)

Arg.: Airbeclosona; Egosonat; Menaderm Simple; Propavent; Qvart; Rec-
tomenaderm; Rinosol; Austral.: Aldecint; Beclofortet; Beconase; Beco-
nase Hayfever; Becotide; Qvar; Austria: Aerocortin; Beclomet; Beconase;
Becotide; Clenil; Belg.: Beclometatop; Beclophar; Beconase; Becotidet;
Qvar; Braz.: Alerfin; Beclosol; Clenil; Miflasona; Canad.: Gen-Beclo; Pro-
paderm; Quvar; Rivanase; Chile: Beclosema; Becloventt; Beconaset;
Destap; Filair; Flumates; Xitent; Cz.: Aldecin; Beclazonet; Becloforte; Be-
clomet; Becodisks; Beconase; Becotide; Clenil; Ecobec; Miflasont; Nasobec;
Denm.: AeroBec; Beclomet; Beconase; Fin.: AeroBec; Beclomet; Beclona-
sal; Beconase; Becotidet; Fr.: Asmabec; Beclo-Rhino; Beclojet; Beclone; Be-
clospin; Beconase; Becotide; Bemedrex; Ecobec; Humex Rhume des Foins;
Miflasone; Nexxair; Prolair; Qvar; Spirt; Ger.: AeroBec; Beclo; Beclo Sioz-
wot; Beclobreathe; Beclohexal; Beclomet; Beclorhinol; Becloturmant; Beco-
nase Aquosum; Bronchocort; Junik; ratioAllerg; Rhinivict; Sanasthmax; Sa-
nasthmyl; Ventolair; Viaroxt; Gr.: Beclomett; Becolex; Becotidet; Bidiclin;
Clenil Forte Jet; Clenil Rino; Clenilf; Qvar; Respocort; Rinosol; Hong
Kong: Aldecint; Beclate; Beclazone; Beclo Asmat; Beclofortet; Becodisks;
Beconase; Becotide; Cycloson; Nasobec; Qvar; Hung.: Aldecint; Beclom-
ett; Beclonasal, Ecobect; India: Beclate; Indon.: Beclomet; Beconase; Be-
cotide; Cleniderm; Irl.: AeroBect; Asmabec; Beclazone; Beclo-Rhino; Beco-
diskst; Beconase; Becotide; Nasobec; Qvar; Israel: Becloforte; Beconaset;
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Becotidet; Rhinocort; Viarex; Ital.: Becotide; Becotide At; Bronco-Tur-
binalt; Clenil; Clenilexx; Clipper; Klostenal; Menaderm Simplex; Prontinal;
Rino Clenil; Topster; Turbinal; Jpn: Propaderm; Rhinocort; Salcoat; Malay-
sia: Atomaset; Beclate; Beclazone; Beclofortet; Beclomet; Beconase; Be-
cotidet; Clenil; Qvar; Mex.: Beclazone; Beconase; Becotide; Dobipro; Rif-
erina; Neth.: AeroBect; Aldecin; Beclodin; Becloforte; Beconase; Becotide;
Clenil; Qvar; Viarin; Norw.: AeroBec; Beclomet; Becotide; NZ: Alanase;
Atomase; Atomidet; Beclazone; Beconase Hayfever; Miflasonet; Qvar; Re-
spocort; Philipp.: Qvar; Pol.: Becodisk; Cortare; Nasobec; Port.: Aldeci-
nat; Beclotaide; Beconase; Clenil; Ecobec; Rus.: Aldecin (AnsaeumH); Becla-
zone (bekaasoH); Becloforte (bexknodopTe); Beclojet (beknoaxeT);
Becodisk (berxoauck); Beconase (bekoHase)t; Becotide (bekoTua); Clenil
(Kaerun); Nasobec (Haco6ex); S.Afr.: AeroBect; Anceront; Becezet; Be-
clate; Becloforte; Becodiskst; Beconase; Becotide; Clenilt; Cyclosont;
Nobect; Qvar; Ventnaze; Viaroxt; Singapore: Atomaset; Beclazonet; Be-
clo Asma; Beclofortet; Beclomet; Becotidet; Clenilt; Decomit; Qvart; Rino
Clenilt; Spain: Asmabect; Beclo Asma; Beclo Rino; Becloenema; Beclofor-
te; Beclomet; Beclosona; Beconase; Becotide; Betsurilt; Bronciventt; Deca-
sonat; Dereme; Menaderm Simple; Qvart; Recto Menaderm NF; Swed.:
AeroBec; Beclomet; Becotide; Switz.: AeroBect; BECeco; Beclofortet; Be-
clomett; Beclonarin; Becodisk; Beconase; Beconasol; Becotidet; Thai.:
Atomase; Beclofortet; Beclomet; Becodiskt; Beconase; Becotidet; Bemase;
Clenil; Rino Clenil; Turk.: Becloforte; Becodisks; Becotide; Beklamet; Bekla-
zon; Filair; UAE: Beclohale; UK: AeroBec; Asmabec; Beceze; Beclazone;
Beclofortet; Beclogen; Becodisks; Beconase; Becotidet; Clenil; Clipper;
Filair; Hayfever Relief, Nasal-Bect; Nasobec; Pollenase Nasal, Propadermt;
Pulvinal Beclometasone Dipropionate; Qvar; Vivabec; USA: Beclovent;
Beconase; Qvar; Vancenaset; Venez.: Aldecinat; Beclofortil; Beclomett;
Beclorino; Beclosil; Beconase; Biobeclasona; Biobeclod; Genbeclo; Nasair;
Rinoclenil.

Multi-ingredient: Arg.: Beclasma; Biotaer Gammat; Biotaer Nebulizable;
Butocort; Butosol; Menaderm N; Salbutol Beclo; Ventide; Austria: Ventide;
Braz.: Aerotide; Clenil Compositum; Chile: Aero-Plus; Aerosoma; As-
mavent-B; Beclasmat; Belomet; Broncoterol-Bf; Butotal B; Herolan Aero-
sol; Ventide; Cz.: Clenigent; Combair; Formodual; Fr.: Innovair; Hong
Kong: Ventide; India: Aerocort; Anovate; Beclate-C; Beclate-N; Candibi-
otic; Candid B; Candiderma +; Candidermat; Cloben-G; Clocip B; Clocip
NB; Cutinormt; Ecodaxt; NC-Derm; Otek-AC+; Pilovate; Sigmaderm;
Stecort-NM; Translipo-Triple; Indon.: Ventide; Ital.: Clenil Compositum;
Menaderm; Ventolin Flogof; Mex.: Ventide; Philipp.: Candibec; Port.:
Formodual; Foster; Rus.: Candibiotic (KaHan6uoTtuik); Candid B (Karnana
b); Singapore: Clenil Compositumt; Ventidet; Spain: Butosol; Menaderm
Clio; Menaderm Neomicina; Menaderm Otologico; Thai.: Clenil Composi-
tum; Ventidet; Turk.: Ventide; UK: Fostair; Venez.: Aerocort; Beclomet
Compositumt; Beclosal; Butosol; Salbutidet; Venticort; Ventide.

Betamethasone @an, usan, i @

Beetametasoni; Betadexamethasone; Betametason; Betametaso-
na; Betametazon; Betametazonas; Betamethason; Bétamétha-
sone; Betamethasonum; Flubenisolone; Flubenisolonum; 9a-
Fluoro- | 6B-methylprednisolone;  B-Methasone;  NSC-39470;
Sch-4831. Ya-Fluoro-1 1B, 17a,2 I -trihydroxy- | 6B-methylpregna-
| 4-diene-3,20-dione.

beTameTasoH

CyHyFO5 = 392.5.

CAS — 378-44-9.

ATC — AO7EAO4; CO5AA0S; DO7ACOI; HO2ABOI;
ROIADO6; RO3BAO4; SOIBA0G; S02BA07; SO3BAO3.

ATC Vet — QAO7EAO4; QCO5AA05: QDO7ACOI;
QDO7XCOI; QHO2ABOI; QROIADO6; QRO3BAO4;

QSOIBA06; QSOI1CB0O4; QSO2BA07; QSO3BAO3.

(e}

Pharmacopoeias. In Chin., Eur. (see p.vii), Int., Jpn, and US.
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Betamethasone). A white or almost white, crystal-
line powder. Practically insoluble in water; sparingly soluble in
dehydrated alcohol; very slightly soluble in dichloromethane.
Protect from light.

USP 31 (Betamethasone). A white to practically white, odour-
less, crystalline powder. Soluble 1 in 5300 of water, 1 in 65 of al-
cohol, 1 in 15 of warm alcohol, 1 in 325 of chloroform, and 1 in
3 of methyl alcohol; sparingly soluble in acetone and in dioxan;
very slightly soluble in ether. Store in airtight containers at a tem-
perature between 2° and 30°.

Betamethasone Acetate ANV, INNM) ®

Acetato de betametasona; Beetametasoniasetaatti; Betameta-
sonacetat; Betametazon Asetat; Betametazon-acetdt; Betameta-
zono acetatas; Betamethason-acetdt; Bétaméthasone, acétate
de; Betamethasoni acetas. Betamethasone 2| -acetate.
beTtameTasoHa AueTaT

Cy4H3 FO4 = 434.5.

CAS — 987-24-6.

ATC — AO7EA04; CO5AA0S; DO7ACOI; HO2ABOI;
ROIADO6; RO3BAO4; SO1BA0G; SO2BA07; SO3BAO3.

ATC Vet — QAO7EAO4; QCO5AA05; QDO7ACOI;
QHO2ABOI; QROIADO6;  QRO3BAO4:  QSOIBAOG:

QS02BA07; QSO3BA03.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii) and US.

Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Betamethasone Acetate). A white or almost white,
crystalline powder. Practically insoluble in water; soluble in al-
cohol and in dichloromethane; freely soluble in acetone. It shows
polymorphism. Protect from light.

USP 31 (Betamethasone Acetate). A white to creamy-white,
odourless powder. Soluble 1 in 2000 of water, 1 in 9 of alcohol,
and 1 in 16 of chloroform; freely soluble in acetone. Store in air-
tight containers at a temperature between 2° and 30°.

Betamethasone Benzoate BANM, USAN, INNM) ®
Benzoato de betametasona; Bétaméthasone, Benzoate de; Beta-
methasoni Benzoas; W-5975. Betamethasone |7a-benzoate.
BeTameTasoHa beHsoat

Cy9H33FO, = 496.6.

CAS — 22298-29-9.

ATC — AO7EAO04; COSAA05: DO7ACOI; HO2ABOI;
ROTADO6; RO3BAO4; SOIBA0S; SO2BA07; SO3BA03,

ATC Vet — QAO7EAO4; QCO5AA05; QDO7ACOI;
QHO2ABOI; QROIADOS;  QRO3BAO4  QSOIBAOS:

QS02BA07; QSO3BAO3.

Pharmacopoeias. In US.

USP 31 (Betamethasone Benzoate). A white to practically
white, practically odourless, powder. Insoluble in water; soluble
in alcohol, in chloroform, and in methyl alcohol. Store in airtight
containers at a temperature between 2° and 30°.

Betamethasone Dipropionate

(BANM, USAN, rINNM) &

Beetametasonidipropionaatti; Betametasondipropionat; Beta-
metazon Dipropiyonat; Betametazon-dipropiondt; Betametazo-
no dipropionatas; Betametazonu dipropionian; Betamethason-
dipropiondt; Bétaméthasone, dipropionate de; Betamethasoni
dipropionas; Dipropionato de betametasona; Sch-11460. Beta-
methasone |7a,2|-dipropionate.

BeTameTasoHa AvnponvoHaT

CygH37,FO; = 504.6.

CAS — 5593-20-4.

ATC — AO7EA04; COSAAOS: DO7ACOI; HO2ABOI;
ROIADO6; RO3BAO4; SOIBAOG; SO2BA07; SO3BAO3.

ATC Vet — QAO7EAO4: QCO5AA05: QDO7ACOI;
QHO2ABOI; QROIADO6;  QRO3BAO4  QSOIBAOG:

QS02BA07; QSO3BA03.

NoTe. Compounded preparations of betamethasone dipropionate

may be represented by the following names:

« Co-climasone (PEN)—clotrimazole and betamethasone di-
propionate.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii), Jpn, and US.

Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Betamethasone Dipropionate). A white or almost

white, crystalline powder. Practically insoluble in water; sparing-

ly soluble in alcohol; freely soluble in acetone and in dichlo-

romethane. Protect from light.

USP 31 (Betamethasone Dipropionate). A white to cream-

white, odourless powder. Insoluble in water; sparingly soluble in

alcohol; freely soluble in acetone and in chloroform. Store in air-

tight containers at a temperature of 25°, excursions permitted be-

tween 15° and 30°.

Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate

(BANM, iINNM) &

Beetametasoninatriumfosfaatti; Betametasonnatrifosfatum; Beta-
metazon Disodyum Fosfat; Betametazon-natrium-foszfat; Beta-
metazono natrio fosfatas; Betamethasone Disodium Phosphate;
Bétaméthasone, phosphate sodique de; Betamethason-fosfat
sodnd stl; Betamethasoni natrii phosphas; Fosfato sédico de bet-
ametasona; Natrii Betamethasoni Phosphas. Betamethasone 2 1-
(disodium phosphate).

HaTpus BetameTasoHa Docdat

CyyHygFNa,OgP = 516.4.

CAS — 360-63-4 (betamethasone phosphate); 151-73-5
(betamethasone sodium phosphate).

ATC — AO07EA04; CO5AA05; DO7ACOI; HO2ABOI;
ROIADO6; RO3BAO4; SOIBA0G; SO2BA07: SO3BAO3.

ATC Vet — QAO7EAO4; QCO5AA05; QDO7ACOI;
QHO2ABOI; QROIADO6;  QRO3BAO4;  QSOIBAOG:

QS02BA07; QSO3BA03.

NoTE. BET is a code approved by the BP 2008 for use on single
unit doses of eye drops containing betamethasone sodium phos-
phate where the individual container may be too small to bear all
the appropriate labelling information.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii), Jpn, and US.

Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate). A white or al-
most white, very hygroscopic, powder. Freely soluble in water;
slightly soluble in alcohol; practically insoluble in dichlorometh-
ane. A 1% solution in water has a pH of 7.5 to 9.0. Store in air-
tight containers. Protect from light.

USP 31 (Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate). A white to practi-
cally white, odourless, hygroscopic, powder. Soluble 1 in 2 of
water and 1 in 470 of alcohol; freely soluble in methyl alcohol;
practically insoluble in acetone and in chloroform. Store in air-
tight containers.



Betamethasone Valerate (Anm, USAN, iNNV) ®
Beetametasonivaleraatti;  Betametasonvalerat;  Betametazon
Valerat; Betametazono valeratas; Betametazonu walerianian; Bet-
ametazon-valerdt; Bétaméthasone, valérate de; Betamethasoni
valeras; Betamethason-valerdt; Valerato de betametasona. Beta-
methasone | 7a-valerate.

BeTameTasoHa Barepat

CyyH3,FO, = 476.6.

CAS — 2152-44-5.

ATC — AO7EA04; CO5AA05; DO7ACO!: HO2ABOI;
ROIADO6; RO3BAO4; SOIBAOG; SO2BA07; SO3BAO3.

ATC Vet — QAO7EAO4; QCO5AA05; QDO7ACOI;
QHO2ABOI; QROIADO6;  QRO3BAO4;  QSOIBAOG:

QS02BA07; QSO3BA03.

Pharmacopoeias. In Eur. (see p.vii), Int., Jpn, US, and Viet.
Ph. Eur. 6.2 (Betamethasone Valerate). A white or almost
white, crystalline powder. Practically insoluble in water; soluble
inalcohol; freely soluble in acetone and in dichloromethane. Pro-
tect from light.

USP 31 (Betamethasone Valerate). A white to practically white,
odourless, powder. Practically insoluble in water; soluble 1 in 16
of alcohol, 1 in less than 10 of chloroform, and 1 in 400 of ether;
freely soluble in acetone; slightly soluble in benzene. Store in air-
tight containers.

Adverse Effects, Treatment, Withdrawal,
and Precautions

As for corticosteroids in general (see p.1490).
Betamethasone has little or no effect on sodium and
water retention.

When applied topically, particularly to large areas,
when the skin is broken, or under occlusive dressings,
or when given intranasally, corticosteroids may be ab-
sorbed in sufficient amounts to cause systemic effects.
Prolonged use of ophthalmic preparations containing
corticosteroids has caused raised intra-ocular pressure
and reduced visual function.

Anosmia. Complete anosmia was reported in 2 patients after
the use of nasal drops containing betamethasone and neomycin
sulfate and, in one patient, showed no sign of resolving 1 year
later. The reaction was thought to be due to the preservative thi-
omersal present in the drops, although it was noted that neomy-
cin could exert a toxic effect on the olfactory mucosa and that
there have been several reports of anosmia associated with the
use of betamethasone alone.

1. Whittet HB, et al. Anosmia due to nasal administration of corti-
costeroid. BMJ 1991; 303: 651.

Interactions
The interactions of corticosteroids in general are de-
scribed on p.1494.

Pharmacokinetics

For a brief outline of the pharmacokinetics of corticos-
teroids, see p.1495. Betamethasone crosses the placen-
ta.

Uses and Administration

Betamethasone is a corticosteroid with mainly gluco-
corticoid activity (p.1490); the anti-inflammatory ac-
tivity of 750 micrograms of betamethasone is equiva-
lent to about 5 mg of prednisolone. It has been used,
either in the form of the free alcohol or in one of the
esterified forms, in the treatment of conditions for
which corticosteroid therapy is indicated (p.1495), ex-
cept adrenal-deficiency states for which hydrocorti-
sone with supplementary fludrocortisone is preferred.
Its virtual lack of mineralocorticoid properties makes
betamethasone particularly suitable for treating condi-
tions in which water retention would be a disadvan-
tage.

The dose is usually expressed in terms of the base, and
the following are each equivalent to about 1 mg of bet-
amethasone:

* betamethasone acetate 1.1 mg

* betamethasone benzoate 1.3 mg

* betamethasone dipropionate 1.3 mg

* betamethasone sodium phosphate 1.3 mg

* betamethasone valerate 1.2 mg

When given orally betamethasone or betamethasone
sodium phosphate are used; the usual dose, expressed
in terms of betamethasone, ranges from 0.5 to 5 mg
daily.

The symbol T denotes a preparation no longer actively marketed

For parenteral use the sodium phosphate ester may be
given intravenously by injection or infusion or intra-
muscularly by injection in doses equivalent to 4 to
20 mg of betamethasone. It may also be given by local
injection into soft tissues in doses equivalent to 4 to
8 mg of betamethasone. Doses in children, as a slow
intravenous injection, are:

« infants aged up to 1 year: the equivalent of 1 mg of
betamethasone

* 1to5years: 2mg

* 61012 years: 4 mg

Doses may be repeated 3 or 4 times in 24 hours if nec-
essary, depending on the condition being treated and
the clinical response. The sodium phosphate ester is
also sometimes used with the acetate or dipropionate
esters, which have a slower and more prolonged action.
Betamethasone sodium phosphate is also used in the
topical treatment of allergic and inflammatory condi-
tions of the eyes, ears, or nose, usually as drops or oint-
ment containing 0.1%.

For topical application in the treatment of various skin
disorders the dipropionate and valerate esters of beta-
methasone are extensively used; the usual concentra-
tions available are the equivalent of 0.05% of betame-
thasone as the dipropionate, and 0.025 or 0.1% as the
valerate. For recommendations concerning the correct
use of corticosteroids on the skin, and a rough guide to
the clinical potencies of topical corticosteroids, see
p.1497.

Betamethasone valerate has also been used by inhala-
tion for the prophylaxis of asthma.

Other esters of betamethasone which have occasional-
ly been used include the benzoate, butyrate propionate,
phosphate, salicylate (cortobenzolone), and valero-
acetate.

Betamethasone adamantoate has been used in veteri-
nary practice.

Haemangioma. For reference to the use of a mixture of beta-
methasone and triamcinolone for the intralesional injection of
haemangiomas, see p.1505.

Inflammatory bowel disease. For a comparison of betame-
thasone and beclometasone enemas in the treatment of ulcerative
colitis, see under Beclometasone, p.1518. Corticosteroids are
one of the mainstays of treatment of inflammatory bowel dis-
ease, the general management of which is discussed on p.1697.

Neonatal respiratory distress syndrome. For a discussion
on the antenatal use of betamethasone to prevent neonatal respi-
ratory distress syndrome, see p.1508.

Preparations

BP 2008: Betamethasone and Clioquinol Cream; Betamethasone and Clio-
quinol Ointment; Betamethasone Eye Drops; Betamethasone Injection;
Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate Tablets; Betamethasone Tablets; Betam-
ethasone Valerate Cream; Betamethasone Valerate Lotion; Betamethasone
Valerate Ointment; Betamethasone Valerate Scalp Application;

USP 31: Betamethasone Benzoate Gel; Betamethasone Cream; Betameth-
asone Dipropionate Cream; Betamethasone Dipropionate Lotion; Betam-
ethasone Dipropionate Ointment; Betamethasone Dipropionate Topical
Aerosol, Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate and Betamethasone Acetate
Injectable Suspension; Betamethasone Sodium Phosphate Injection; Betam-
ethasone Syrup; Betamethasone Tablets; Betamethasone Valerate Cream;
Betamethasone Valerate Lotion; Betamethasone Valerate Ointment; Clot-
rimazole and Betamethasone Dipropionate Cream

Proprietary Preparations (details are given in Part 3)

Arg.: Beta Adenilt; Betacort; Betasone-G; Betasone-G |2 Horas; Betatopic;
Betnovate; Betnovate Capilar; Blacor; Butasona; Butasona RL; Celestone;
Celestone Cronodose; Cevicort; Cevicort NC; Coid; Corteroid; Corteroid
Retard; Cortiderma; Cortimar; Cronocorteroid; Cronolevel; Deltalaf, Der-
mizol, Difenac Forte; Diprocelt; Diprosone; Lazar-Cort; Maxisonat; Meta-
mar; Micosep B; Quiacort; Transderma B; Valederm; Austral.: Antroquori;
Betnovate; Celestone Chronodose; Celestone M; Celestone V+; Cortival;
Diprosone; Eleuphrat; Austria: Betnesol; Betnovate; Celestan; Diproderm;
Diproforte; Diprophos; Solu-Celestan; Belg.: Betnelan-V; Celestone; Cele-
stone Chronodose; Diprolene; Diprosone; Braz.: Alersant; Beclonato; Be-
nevat; Beta Long; Betaderm; Betametagen; Betaprospan; Betaspan; Betatrin-
ta; Betnelan; Betnolon; Betnovate; Betrat B; Betrospam; Betsona; Celestant;
Celestone; Celestone Soluspan; Dermobett; Dermonilt; Dermovalt; Der-
movatt; Dibetamt; Diprobeta; Diprocort; Diprosen; Diprosone;
Diprospan; Duoflam; Koide; Sensitex; Valbet; Canad.: Betaderm; Betaject;
Betnesol; Celestodermt; Celestone Soluspan; Diprolene Glycol;
Diprosone; Prevex B; ratio-Ectosone; ratio-Topilene; ratio-Topisone; Taro-
Sone; Topisonet; Valisone; Chile: Betnovatet; Cidoten; Cidoten Rapilento;
Cidoten V; Coritex; Cremirit; Cronolevel, Dacam; Dacam RL; Diprolene;
Diprospan; Disopranil; Konicortil; Labosona; Oftasona P; Spel; Cz.: Belo-
derm; Betat; Betesil; Betnovate; Celestoderm-V+; Diprophos; Diprosone;
Kuterid; Denm.: Betnovat; Bettamousse; Celeston; Diproderm; Diprolen;
Diprospan; Fin.: Bemetson; Betapred; Betnovat; Bettamousse; Celesto-
derm; Celeston Chronodose; Diproderm; Diprolen; Fr.: Betesil; Betnesol;
Betneval; Celestene; Celestene Chronodose; Celestoderm; Diprolene;
Diprosone; Ger.: Bemon; Beta-Stullnt; Beta-Wolff}; BetaCreme; Betagalen;
Betam-Ophtalf; BetaSalbe; Betnesalic mono; Betnesol; Betnesol-V; Celes-
tamine N; Celestan Depot; Celestan solubile; Celestan-V; Cordes Beta; De-
flatop; Diprosis; Diprosone; Diprosone Depot; Linola Cort Beta; Penta-
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cortt; Soderm; Gr.: Betamatict; Betnesol; Betnovate; Celestene;
Celestoderm-V; Celestone; Celestone Chronodose; Flogozyme; Galinoc-
ort; Locason-N; Locasont; Movithiol; Osmoran; Propiochrone; Propioform;
Sanorvil, Hong Kong: Betaderma; Betasone; Betazone; Betnovate; Ce-
lestoderm-V; Celestonet; Derzid; Diprocel; Diprosone; Diprospan; Ectos-
onet; Synmethasone; Hung.: Betesil; Celestonet; Diprophos; India: Beta-
foam; Betnecip; Betnecort; Betnederm; Betnelan; Betnesol; Betnovate;
Topicasone; Valbet; Walacort; Indon.: Benoson; Betam-Ophtal; Betason;
Betnovate; Betodermin; Betopic; Celestoderm-V; Celestone; Corsaderm;
Diprosone-OV; Exabet; Mesonta; Metonate; Molason; Oviskin; Proson;
Scanderma; Skizon; Vason; Irl.: Betacap; Betnelan; Betnesol, Betnovate; Bet-
tamousse; Diprosone; Israel: Betacorten; Betnesol; Betnovate; Betta-
mousse; Celestone Chronodose; Diprolene; Diprosone; Diprospan; Ital.:
Beben; Bentelan; Beta 21; Betamesol; Betesil; Bettamousse; Celestoderm-
V1 Celestone; Celestone Cronodose; Diprosone; Ecoval, Malaysia: Bea-
vate; Beprogel; Beprosone; Besone; Beta; Betasone; Betnesolt; Betnosone;
Betnovate; Bufencon; Celestoderm-V+; Celestonet; Daivobet; Dermasole
DP1; Dermasolet; Dibetasol; Diprocel; Diprosone; Diprospan; Setrosonet;
Uniflext; Mex.: Betnovate; Celestoderm-V+; Celestone; Celestone Solus-
pan; Cronolevel; Dermoval; Diprofast; Dipronova; Diprosone; Diprospan;
Disons Dex; Erispan; Reubaxona; Neth.: Betnelan; Betnesol; Celestoderm;
Celestone; Celestone Chronodose; Diprolene; Diprosone; Norw.: Betno-
vat; Bettamousse; Celeston; Diproderm; NZ: Beta; Betnesol; Betnovate; Bi-
vate; Celestone Chronodose; Diprolene; Diprosone; Philipp.: Beta; Betne-
lan; Betnovate; Celestone; Diprolene; Diprosone; Diprospan; Steroderm;
Pol.: Celestone; Diprolene; Diprophos; Diprosone; Kuterid; Port.: Betna-
sol, Betnovate; Celesdepot; Celestone; Cilestoderme; Dibetopt; Diprofos;
Diprosone; Soluderme; Vabeta; Rus.: Akriderm (Akpuaepm); Beloderm
(beroaepm); Betasone (betasoH); Celestoderm-V (Lleaectoaepm-B);
Diprospan (Avnpocnan); S.Afr.: Betanoid; Betnesol; Betnovate; Celesto-
derm-V1; Celestone; Celestone Soluspan; Diprolenet; Diprosone; Lena-
sone; Lenovate; Persivate; Repivate; Steromient; Topivate; Singapore: Be-
progel; Beprosone; Besone; Betacorten; Betasone; Betnovate; Camnovate;
Celestoderm-V+; Celestonet; Dermasone; Derzid; Dibetasol; Diprocel;
Diprosone; Diprospan; Uniflext; Spain: Betnovate; Bettamousse; Celesto-
derm; Celestoderm-V; Celestone; Celestone Cronodose; Diproderm;
Swed.: Betapred; Betnovat; Bettamousse; Celeston; Celeston bifas; Celes-
ton valerat; Diproderm; Diprolen; Switz.: Betnesol; Betnovate; Celesto-
derm-V; Celestone; Celestone Chronodose; Diprolene; Diprosone; Thai.:
Bennasonet; Beprogel; Bepronate; Beprosone; Besone; Bessasone; Beta;
Betameth; Bethasone; Betnovate; Betosone; Bipro; Clinivate; Derzid;
Diprobett; Diprosone; Diprospan; Diprotop; Polynovate; Prevex Bt; Sebo;
Valbet; Valerbett; Turk.: Betnovate; Celestoderm-V; Celestone Chrono-
dose; Diprolene; Diprospan; Seroderm; UAE: Betasone; UK: Betacap; Bet-
nelan; Betnesol; Betnovate; Betnovate RD (Ready Diluted); Bettamousse;
Diprosone; Vista-Methasone; USA: Alphatrext; Beta-Val; Cel-U-Jec; Cele-
stone; Celestone Soluspan; Diprolene; Diprosone; Luxiq; Maxivate; Tela-
dart; Valisone; Venez.: Beprospen; Betacort; Betaderm; Betagen; Betagen
Solspen; Betnovate; Celestoderm; Celestone; Celestone Soluspan; Detar-
mon; Diprocel; Diprosone; Diprospan; ltisona.

Muilti-ingredient: Arg.: Adenil; Algio Nervomax Fuerte; Antiflogol, An-
tihemorroidal; Bacticort; Bacticort Complex; Becortin; Betacort Plus; Beta-
metasona B|2; Betasalic; Betasone-G Compuesto; Betnovate Antihemor-
roidaltf; Betnovate-C; Betnovate-N; Blamy; Blokium B12; Calmurid;
Celestamine; Celestamine-L; Cevaderm; Ciprocort L; Clarityne Cort; Con-
for-Tart; Corteroid Gesic; Cortispec; Cortistamin L; Cortistamin NFf; Cuta
Crema; Denvercrem; Dermizol G; Dermizol Trio; Dermosona; Dermovitt;
Diclogesic Plus BI2; Dioxaflex B12; Diprogenta; Diprosalic; Doxtran BI2;
Drum B; Eubetal Biotict; Factor Dermico; Fucicort; Fusimed B; Gelbiotic
Plus; Gentasol; Hifamonil Crema; Histamino Corteroid L; Ingemet; Lazar-
Cort Complex; Lisaler Beta; Lotricomb; Macril; Maxisalic; Mencogrin; Mi-
comazol B; Miklogen; Monizol Cort Crema; Negalergt; Neo-Mudapenilt;
Nularef Cort; Oxa B12; Procto-Metadyne; Quadriderm; Quiacort G; Qui-
acort G Plus; Rodinac B12; Salicort; Sinaler B; Sirotamicin BG; Sorsis Beta;
Toflam; Tribiocort; Triliver; Triplex; Vesalion B12; Virobron BI2 NF; Vita-
cortil; Vixidone LB; Xedenol BI2; Austral.: Celestone VGT; Daivobet; Aus-
tria: Betnesol-N; Betnovate-C; Betnovate-N; Celestamin; Diprogenta; Dip-
rosalic; Fucicort; Psorcutan Beta; Belg.: Betnelan-VCt; Diprophos;
Diprosalic; Dovobet; Fucicort; Garasonet; Lotriderm; Braz.: Betaderm N;
Betazol Cort; Betnovate-N; Betnovate-Q; Candicort; Celerg; Celestamilf;
Celestamine; Celestrat; Celetil; Celocort; Cetobeta; Cetocort; Cetocorten;
Cimecort; Cremederme; Daivobet; Dermosalic; Dextamine; Dipro AS;
Diprogenta; Diprosalic; Emscort; Garasone; Gentacort; Histamed; Koide D;
Lestamil, Microbiogent; Naderm; Novacort; Oto Betnovate; Permut; Poli-
derms; Postec; Quadriderm; Quadrikin; Quadrilon; Quadriplus; Qualiderm;
Reumixt; Tetraderm; Trok; Trok-N; Verutex B; Canad.: Diprogent; Dipro-
salic; Dovobet; Garasone; Lotriderm; Pentasone; ratio-Topisalic; Valisone-G;
Chile: B-Laboterol; Betnovate-N+t; Cam; Celestamine; Cestop Bf; Clofex-
an; Clotrimin-B; Cobefen; Contralmor; Creminem-B; Deucoaler; Dipro-
quin; Diprosalic; Diprospan G; Donomix; Fucicort; Gentasone; Gotalgic; La-
bosalic; Labosona G; Labosona N1; Locrim; Lotriderm; Mixgen; Novadrel;
Novarnela; Oftagen Compuesto; Oftasona N; Otandrol; Otazolf; Oticum;
Otolisan; Plexus; Prodel B; Viltermt; Cz.: Belogent; Belosalic; Betabioptal;
Daivobet; Diprosalic; Fucicort; Garasone; Lotridermt; Denm.: Betnovat
med Chinoform; Betnovat Rektalt; Celeston med Chinoform; Clotrason;
Daivobet; Diprosalic; Fucicort; Fin.: Bemetson-K; Betnovat Compt; Betno-
vat-C; Celestoderm cum Chinoformt; Celestoderm cum Garamycin;
Daivobet; Diprosalic; Fucicort; Fr.: BetnesalicT; Betneval-Neomycinet; Ce-
lestamine; Daivobet; Diprosalic; Diproseptt; Diprosone Neomycine;
Diprostene; Ger.: Betadermic; Betagentam; Betamethason comp; Betame-
thason Plust; Celestaminet; Daivobet; Dermobetat; Diprogenta; Diprosal-
ic; Fucicort; Lotricomb; Lygal E Tinkturt; Psorcutan Beta; Soderm Plus; Sul-
mycin mit Celestan-V; Terracortril N; Gr.: Alpider; Befucil; Betacort;
Betafusin; Betasid; Betfu; Betnovate-C; Betnovate-N; Celestoderm-V/GA;
Dovobet; Fubecot; Fucicort; Fucicream; Fusibet; Garamat; Propiogenta;
Propiosalic; Roseti; Sensibio; Staficort; Hong Kong: Allersan; Aristobet-N;
Bechlomin; Beclomint; Becogem; Betnesalict; Betnovate-Ct; Betnovate-N;
Bonjedex; Celestamine; Celestoderm-V with Garamycin; Clobeta-G; Cona-
zole; Daivobet; Dermafacte; Derzid-C; Derzid-Nt; Dexmint; Dextrosone;
Diprogenta; Diprosalic; Fucicort; Garasone; Lozopin; Lycobeta-G; Quadri-
derm; Synbetamine; Triderm; Hung.: Daivobet; Diprosalic; Fucicort; Gara-
sone; Gentason; Vipsogalt; India: Betamil-GM; Betamil-M; Betasalic; Betne-
derm C; Betnederm GM; Betnederm N; Betnesol-N; Betnesol-N Nasal;
Betnor; Betnovate-C; Betnovate-GM; Betnovate-M; Betnovate-N; Betno-
vate-S; Fourderm; Fourderm AF; Genticyn B Eye/Eart; Quiss; Supirocin-B;
Surfaz-SN; Topicasone with Neomycin; Valbet; Indon.: Benoson G; Beno-
son M; Benoson N; Benoson V; Berloson-N; Betagentam; Betasin; Betason-
N; Betnovate-N; Bevalex; Biocort; Celestamine; Celestoderm-V with Gar-
amycin; Colergis; Daivobet; Digenta; Diprogenta; Diprosalic; Diprosta; Exa-
betin; Fucicort; Garasone; Heltiskin; Isotic Betaracin; Krimbeson; Lotriderm;
Mastroson; Metaskin-N; Mytaderm; Nilacelin; Ocuson; Polacel; Proson N;
Salgen Plus; Scanderma Plus; Skilone; Skinal; Sonigen; Tuderm-N; Zestam;
Irl.: Betnesol-N; Betnovate-C; Betnovate-N; Diprosalic; Dovobet; Fucibet;
Lotriderm; Israel: Betacorten-G; Betnesol-N; Betnovate-C; Betnovate-N;
Clotrisone; Daivobet; Diprogenta; Diprosalic; Fucicort; Triderm; Ital.: Alfa-
flor; Batasalgin; Beben Clorossina; Betabioptal, Betacream; Betafloroto; Bi-
orinil; Brumeton Colloidale S; Deltavagin; Dermabiolene; Dermatar; Dipro-

The symbol ® denotes a substance whose use may be restricted in certain sports (see p.vii)



